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Adopted as Manitoba's official bird in 1987, the great gray owl is the largest owl in North America with a
wingspan of 4 feet. They are mostly owls of the boreal forest, but in some years they move farther south in

search of food, giving a unique opportunity to see this majestic owl.
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It is unusual that Canada has no national bird, the recommendation of the gray jay was announced in
November 2016. Canada jays live year-round on permanent territories in coniferous forests, surviving in winter

months on food cached throughout their territory in warmer periods.
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While most other birds migrate south in the early fall, Nunavut's official bird the rock ptarmigan is truly an

arctic bird, living in Nunavut throughout the year. Called “Agiggiq” in Inuktitut, the rock ptarmigan has earned

a place in the art, folklore and diet of indigenous peoples.
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The raven was adopted as Yukon's official bird in 1985. It is a very intelligent bird and an opportunistic feeder,
feasting on everything from carrion to groceries left in the back of pick-up trucks. The raven is called “crow” by

Yukon First Nations people and is the subject of many stories passed from generation to generation.
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Ontario adopted the common loon as its official bird on June 23,1994. Found in lakes and rivers, the loon’s eerie

call is associated with the beauty and solitude of Ontario’s wilderness. The loon can dive to depths of up to 70
metres in search of food, and stay under water for 3 minutes.
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Alberta adopted the great horned owl as its official bird in 1977, following a province-wide children’'s vote. The
great horned owl lives in Alberta year round. It was selected to symbolize the growing concern over threatened

wildlife, not only in Alberta but around the world.
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Prince Edward Island
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The blue jay was officially adopted as Prince Edward Island'’s provincial bird in 1977. The blue-hooded,
black-winged bird prepares for winter by gathering and storing grains, seeds and suet. Blue Jays are known for
their intelligence and complex social systems with tight family bonds.
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New Brunswick

The black-capped chickadee was adopted as a provincial bird in 1983. Small and energetic, the chickadee's
distinctive song is often heard throughout the year. Another high-pitched song is sung to welcome the arrival

of spring.
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Newfoundland and Labrador
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The Atlantic puffin is a well-known symbol of Newfoundland and Labrador. Over 95% of all the puffins in North
America breed on the coasts of the province where they return each spring. The largest colony can be seen in

the Witless Bay Ecological Reserve, south of St. John's.
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Saskatchewan
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The sharp-tailed grouse was adopted as Saskatchewan'’s official provincial bird in 1945. One of North America’s
spectacular dancing grouse species, the Sharp-tailed Grouse gathers at open display grounds known as leks

on spring mornings.
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Nova Scotia adopted the osprey as its official bird in 1994. This bird of prey is larger than a hawk and smaller
than an eagle. Its main source of food is fish, and it can often be seen flying over oceans, rivers and lakes.

Ospreys migrate south in the winter.
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Northwest Territories

Adopted in 1990 as the Northwest Territories’ official bird, the gyrfalcon is the largest of the falcons. It is sleek,
fast and strong, and can be found almost anywhere in the Territories. Although gyrfalcons can range in colour

from white to grey, brown or black, the darker birds are more cormmon in the tundra regions.
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Quebec
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The snowy owl was adopted as Quebec’s official bird in 1987. Not only can the Snowy Owl survive in the
tundra's winter, it has adapted to the continuous sunlight of the Arctic summer, and is also active in broad

daylight, unlike most other nocturnal owl species.
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The Steller's jay can be found throughout British Columbia. It was adopted as the province'’s official bird on

December 17,1987. An excellent mimic with a large repertoire, the Steller's Jay can imitate birds, squirrels, cats,
dogs, chickens, and some mechanical objects.
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